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Droughts Require Landscapers and Home 
Owners to Plan & Plant for  Fire Prevention 
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El Niño!! 
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Arctic 
Vortex 



Winter 2009-10 had 
the most negative 
Arctic index since 
records began in 

1951 (-3.41 in Dec) 
and the third 

coldest Houston 
temperature 

average ever for a 
winter. 



  There is a "see–saw" movement of air back-and-
forth every year or two in the tropics and 
subtropics between Darwin in Australia and Tahiti.  

  When “normal” conditions exist (La Nada or a 
stronger type called La Niña), trade winds blow 
westward across the tropical Pacific, piling up 
warm surface water in Indonesia.  

  To replace the water that went west, cool sea 
water rises from the depths off the South 
American coast and this affects air pressure, 
evaporation, and rainfall.  









http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/mei/  



http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/mei/  
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Drier, 
warmer-- La 
Niña (2011) 
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 We Have Had a Lot of Rain Not So Long Ago 
Tropical Storm Allison 2001 











HOTTEST TEMPS FROM  





Something Needs to Be Fixed! 




